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Dear Members, 
 
Although it has been several years since snow has been seen on Mt. Diablo, the beautiful winter picture above 
will remind you of this remarkable, periodic occurrence.  It is a picture taken by J.H. Wright who offers this free 
of charge on the internet. This photographer is unknown to me, but surely their work would stand up to Ansel 
Adams any day for California views.  
 
Gung Hay Fat Choy to all as Chinese Lunar New Year ushers in the Year of the Tiger. “It is said that the tiger 
embodies courage and bravery, so the new year could symbolize resilience and strength, even in times of 
struggle.” (NBC news – web search). May we these qualities help us through the challenges we face.  
 
Read through the newsletter to see what your association is doing.  
 
With warmth, humor and wishes for a happy, healthy new year, 
 Norma Bristol, President 
 
 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND 
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MEETINGS, PROGRAMS AND RECITALS 

 
PROGRAMS 
Thank you to everyone who joined us for the guest lecture by Barbie Wong on Zoom! For those who would 
like more information from the event, please visit www.barbiewong.com. Don’t forget, parents of students are 
able to sign up for her course. Interested parents will find the course immensely beneficial.  
 

SCOTT FOGELSONG LECTURE, TUESDAY, MARCH 8, 2022 @ 10 AM 
Platform: TBA 
The next guest lecture event will be on March 8, 2022 (Tuesday) at 10 AM with Scott Fogelsong. The topic will 
be “Learning From The Great Pianists Of Old”. He will give insights on pianists like Busoni, Friedman, 
Rachmaninoff, Hofmann and more. These pianists were trained in the 19th century. Scott will give us a chance 
to explore now-nearly-lost styles of piano playing.  He is currently the Chair of Musicianship and Music Theory 
at the SF Conservatory of Music where he has been a faculty member since 1978. He also serves as Program 
Annotator for the California Symphony, Maestro Foundation, and Grand Teton Music Festival. In addition to 
writing for concert organizations nationwide, he is a Contributing Writer and Pre-Concert Lecturer for the San 
Francisco Symphony.  
 

JOHN NAKAMATSU MASTERCLASS, SATURDAY, MAY 15, 2022 @ 3PM 
Look for details coming up regarding this exciting event. 
 
Cynthia and Amy, Co-program directors 
 
MONTHLY STUDENT RECITALS 
The next Monthly Recital will be held on Zoom on February 6th at 2 P.M. One recital is planned. 
When recitals resume in-person, there will be a new policy limit per studio: 3 students with a total 
combined playing time of 10 minutes. This new policy is in response to the COVID cleaning 
measures needed to maintain a safe, healthy environment for all.  
Anne Russell, Recital Chair 
 
TEACHERS’ PERFORMANCE WORKSHOP 
Thursday, February 10 at 10:00 a.m. is our next Teacher Performance Workshop.  I will host it with our usual 
precautions. 
All Instrumental and voice teachers are welcome.  It is a good chance for new members to meet in small 
groups to get acquainted. 
You can share your students' pieces for any level, new music or your favorites. You may let me know if you 
plan to attend by email or phone. 
Barbara Anderson 
banderson@gmail.com; 925-254-5049 
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CERTIFICATE OF MERIT 
Some reminders, hints and timelines 
1) If you or your students have technical questions about the portal, etc, contact the state office directly.  
2) If you have questions about books, repertoire, CM policy, etc, first check the Resources section under 
Certificate of Merit in your MTAC teacher portal. If you still have a question, click on the red circle with a 
question mark that shows up in the bottom left corner when you are logged into the teacher portal and are in 
the Certificate of Merit program section of the website. That will take you to a form you can use to submit 
your question. 
3) Sight Reading and Theory Test window is available March 5-15.  
4) Sight Reading and Theory Practice Tests are available NOW. This must be done through your teacher portal. 
Go to your student’s current year CM application and scroll down to the small yellow bar titled “Practice 
tests”.  Follow the prompts to send the tests to the student’s parent. 
5) Printable scratch paper is available in both the teacher and parent portals. Look under "Resources". 
6) Several "how-to" videos are available in both the teacher and parent portals now. Get your questions 
answered with these videos! 
7) Music scores, videos and technique videos may all be uploaded by either student or teacher NOW in the 
portal.  
8.) January 15 Deadline: The January 15 deadline is a hard deadline for entering or updating repertoire, 
submitting a Change of Teacher Request and applying for Convention Recitals. 
New Syllabus for 2024: The latest communication from MTAC is notice of a new Syllabus for 2024. In this 
email, it mentions that you can make suggestions for music you would like to see on this new syllabus.  
Practice Tests:  
Julie Reith, CM Chair 
 
HONOR OUR HIGH SCHOOL SENIOR’S RECITAL- HOHSS 
On May 1, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. our branch will host the annual HOHSS program, to be held at the 
Grace Presbyterian Church in Walnut Creek. APPLICATION DEADLINE: APRIL 17, 2022. 
 
This is an excellent opportunity for students who are seniors to participate in a very special 
program designed to recognize the accomplishment of continuing music studies throughout their 
high school years.   Please start talking with your seniors now about what piece they may want to 
play for this celebration of music.  The time limit is 7 minutes and no memorization is 
required.  However, for this to be a high point for the students, the piece should be well prepared 
and one that the student knows well.  There will be a monetary award given in the range of $50- 
$100 depending on the number of registrants.  We are most grateful for the donation from Contra 
Costa Performing Arts Society which helped fund this year’s program. In addition, we are always 
looking for donations to help fund future HOHSS events.  Below is a link to the application.  Direct 
any further questions to Kirsten West: 88keywest@gmail.com.  
 
Here's the link to the HOHSS application: 
 
https://forms.gle/umGPa7c3Nqmk6R4UA 
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TO SCHEDULE A STUDIO RECITAL 
You may schedule your own private studio recital at Orinda Community Church.  As a CCMTAC member, you 
can rent the sanctuary for a cost of $150. Due to COVID regulations, the church is asking only vaccinated and 
masked people use the church facilities. Contact Anna Gregory @ office@orindachurch.org  Phone: 925-254-
4906. 

 
CONTESTS AND FESTIVALS 

SONATA CONTEST 
2022 contest information: TBA 
 
BAROQUE FESTIVAL  
Congratulations to the Baroque Festival Committee on a job Well Done! 
The Baroque Festival was held at Orinda Community Church on Friday evening, 
January 28 and all day on Saturday, January 29. Recitals were held simultaneously in 
both the Sanctuary and the Fellowship Hall. Friday night recitals were at 5:30 and 7:45. 
Saturday recitals were scheduled at 9:00 and 10:30 am, and at 1:00 and 2:45 pm. 
A total of 146 students entered, representing 27 teaching studios. In addition to pianists, 
we were especially pleased that we had many vocalists and string players this year! 
While health concerns did not allow us to have an audience for our performers, we felt 
that having the students perform one at a time worked quite well. Each student received a detailed written 
evaluation from each of the three judges and a numerical score ranging from 1 to 5. All students received an 
award for their performance. Those students who had a combined score of 14-15 received a plaque; those 
with a score of 12-13 received a blue ribbon; and those with a score of 11 points and below received a red 
ribbon. 
We would like to thank Justin Levitt for once again providing us with a Steinway for the Fellowship Hall. 
Baroque Festival Committee – Marcia Berryman, Jeanette Dreifuerst, Patti Lim and Angela Prickett 
 
POPULAR MUSIC FESTIVAL: Some branches hold a summertime Popular Music Festival. Anyone interested in 
getting in on the ground floor of organizing this event?  
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
JULY MTAC STATE CONVENTION: VOICES OF THE WORLD 
The 2022 State Convention will be held July 1-5 at the Hyatt Regency Orange County.  Mark your calendars! 
Did you see the recent email from MTAC about the 2022 State Convention?  It is going to be an amazing 
Convention!  We will be inspired by incredible speakers and performers including Vijay Gupta, Gwhyneth Chen, Derek 
Brown, The Debussy Trio, Lori Marie Rios, Block X Block, and Tukuypaj.  You can learn more about them by going to the 
link listed below.  Please share this exciting news with your Branch members and encourage them to attend the 2022 
MTAC State Convention:  Voices of the World!   
 
http://www.mtac.org/events-information/convention/ 
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San Ramon Music and Fine Art School is seeking music teachers for positions: 
 
*    Piano Teacher (Available immediately in March with full schedule for two days) 
*    Viola Teacher 
*    Cello Teacher 
*    Violin Teacher 
*    Double Bass Teacher 
 
All position are employees status. School is offered Retirement matching plan.  Two weeks paid winter break. 
Very reasonable hour rates. 
 
Please call or send email for more information: sanramonmusic@gmail.com ; 
(925)-336-0181 
 
Syllabus suggestions by MTAC for the revised 2024 syllabus. Make your suggestions on the MTAC website. 
 
 

Happy Valentine’s Day!! 
 
 
  

 
 
 


